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SciTech Book News

As a resource for
librarians and other buyers
of high-level books,
SciTech Book News,
published quarterly, cites
about 2000 new books
from several hundred
publishers in each issue,
offering concise reviews
and annotations and
thorough bibliographic
information. The
bibliography itself is
arranged by subject, but
this page and the other
publisher pages present
the material arranged by
publisher.

Entries include title,
author, series (in
parentheses), publisher,
copyright date, number of
pages, price (at the time of
listing), Library of
Congress subject
classification code, and
ISBN. For scholarly and
reference books, we note
if they lack a subject index
or a bibliography. Size is
mentioned when the book
exceeds 8.5x11 inches.

Disclaimers

Please confirm price and
availability with publishers
or booksellers. Information
is as accurate as we can
make it when we go to
press, but we make no
attempt to keep it current.

Publishers & authors:
We routinely e-mail pre-
prints of our work to
publishers before we go to
press, with time allowed
for corrections. After
publication, we're less
willing to make changes,
but if you see information
that is egregiously
misleading or inaccurate,
please get in touch. We
may be able to make
corrections, or we may
simply withdraw the entry
from our site.

We do not record price
changes.

Copyright statement

Please include the
following copyright
statement with any
material used from this
site:

Annotation copyright ©
Book News Inc., Portland,
OR|www.booknews.com|

Publishers and authors
have permission to reprint
on paper and electronically
Book News material
pertaining to their books

(only).

Booksellers, information
brokers, and others who
wish to use Book News
content, please contact
Book News, Inc.

Book News is registered
with the Copyright
Clearance Center
www.copyright.com.
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Chronicle Books

Titles appearing in SciTech Book News — December 2010

Arrangement is by title.

Musical mathematics; on the art and science of acoustic instruments.
Forster, Cris.
Chronicle Books, ©2010 926 p. $100.00 ML3805

978-0-8118-7407
-6Cris

Forster is a performer, composer, piano tuner, and creator of unique acoustic
instruments. Using mathematics, he takes apart and reassembles the modes and scales
of many cultures. With his knowledge of physics, he demonstrates the many ways that
instruments can be configured, particularly stringed instruments, but also percussion and
wind. For this, he has invented a new unit for the measurement of mass called the "mica.”
Based on a history of music going back to Ptolemy, Forster explains how to tune
instruments according to Western scale patterns. He also looks at the history of Chinese,
Indonesian, Indian and Middle Eastern music and how these civilizations developed their
unique tonal systems. Finally, he shows how to build a stringed instrument, and gives
detailed descriptions of the instruments he has invented: the Chrysalis, the
Harmonic/Melodic Canon, the Diamond Marimba, the Glassdance, and Simple Flutes.
These are shown in beautiful color plates at the end. Serious musicians and musical
mathematicians will love this book. The only thing it lacks is a CD of the music Forster has
created. (Annotation ©2010 Book News Inc. Portland, OR)
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